Duer

DUER, WILLIAM ALEXANDER (Sept. 8,
I78o-May 30, 1858), jurist, educator, was born
at Rhinebeck, N. Y., the son of William Duer
[g.v.], a member of the Continental Congress,
of the Revolutionary Committee of Safety, and
of the committee that drafted the first constitu-
tion of the state of New York. His mother was
Catherine Alexander, daughter of Gen. William
Alexander \_q.v.~\t claimant to the Scottish earl-
dom of Stirling. As a very young child, Duer
went with his parents to live in New York City,
where they first rented the Philipse house at the
corner of Pine and William Sts., and afterward
settled permanently in a residence at "the upper
extremity of Broadway," opposite St. Paul's
Church. They were fain to content themselves
"with this remote residence/1 Duer explained
later, owing to the scarcity of houses. At the
age of eleven he was sent to England to be edu-
cated, under the care of his maternal aunts, but
in a few years he returned and enrolled at Eras-
mus Hall, in Flatbush, under Dr. Peter Wilson.

On leaving school he entered the law office of
Pierre Etienne Du Ponceau [q.v.] of Philadel-
phia, and later that of Nathaniel Pendleton in
New York. After interrupting his legal studies
to enlist as midshipman against France, serving
on the same ship with Decatur and in the same
rank, he returned to the law and was admitted to
the bar in 1802. He began practise in conjunc-
tion with Edward Livingston [g.Zf.], then United
States district attorney and mayor of New York,
but a little later he formed a partnership with his
brother-in-law, Beverley Robinson. At this time
he was a contributor to the Corrector, a news-
paper edited by Dr. Peter Irving in support of
Aaron Burr. His former partner Livingston
having meanwhile opened a law office in New
Orleans, Duer joined him there in a thriving
practise in which he devoted himself to the study
of Spanish civil law. But the climate disagreed
with him and he returned to New York after his
marriage, on Sept. n, 1806, to Hannah Maria
Denning, daughter of William Denning, a promi-
nent New York Whig. His friend Irving was
now editing the Morning Chronicle, and Duer
contributed occasional literary articles to this
newspaper.

After opening a law office at Rhinebeck, he
was elected to the state Assembly in 1814 and
served till 1820. As chairman of the Committee
on Colleges and Academies he secured the pas-
sage of a bill which furnished the basis for en-
suing kws on common-school income. He was
also chairman of the committee that drafted the
law investing Livingston and Fulton with navi-
gation rights in the Hudson River, and in the

Duff
controversy over this he published two pam-
phlets (1817, 1819) addressed to Fulton's biog-
rapher, Cadwallader D. Colden [q.v.~\. He aid-
ed in legislation concerning the canal system and
the abuses of the lottery system. In 1822 he was
made a judge of the supreme court of the state,
and remained on the bench until 1829, when he
resigned to accept the presidency of Columbia
College. He held this office until failing health
forced him to retire in 1842. His attention was
given particularly to certain curricular changes,
notably the establishment of scientific courses in
which Latin should not be required and the fur-
thering of studies in the modern languages and
in Hebrew. He secured the foundation of a num-
ber of scholarships and increased the enrollment
of the college. Taking personal charge of the
freshman course in composition, he also gave to
the seniors a course of lectures on constitutional
jurisprudence, later published as A Course of
Lectures on the Constitutional Jurisprudence of
the United States (1843). His wise and efficient
administration won the admiring affection of his
college associates and his eloquence in numer-
ous addresses, largely of political concern, gave
him a leading place in the community.
After retiring, Duer lived at Morristown, N.
J., where he wrote a biography of his grandfather
in The Life of William Alexander, Earl of Stir-
ling, published in 1847 by the New Jersey His-
torical Society. He continued to make frequent
public addresses, notably one on education deliv-
ered at Columbia College, and one on his early
recollections of New York, with reminiscences
of Washington's inauguration, before the St.
Nicholas Society. These were published as: The
Duties and Responsibilities of the Rising Gen-
eration (1848), and New York as it Was, Dur-
ing the Latter Part of the Last Century (1849).
His Reminiscences of an Old Yorker (1867)
was published posthumously.
[The best account of Duer is an article by Wm. A.
Duer in the Columbia Univ. Quart., Mar. 1002. See also
D. McAdam and others, Hist, of the Bench and Bar of
N. Y. (1897), vol. I; "The Duers/' Evening Post (N.
Y.), Apr. 27, 1901.]                                    E.H. W.
DUFF, MARY ANN DYKE (i794-Sept. 5,
1857), actress, was born in London, England,
the daughter of an Englishman, about whom
little is known, except that he died in the ser-
vice of the East India Company and left his wife
and three daughters with small means of sup-
port. The girls began their preparation for the
stage under the tutelage of D'Egville, then bal-
let master in the King's Theatre in London. In
1809 they made their first public appearance as
dancers in the Dublin Theatre, in Dublin. At a
benefit performance at Kilkenny, during the